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Sunday, December 14, 2
0Ol s there a bette

Christmas is a celebration for the church, a celebra-
tion of the birth of Jesus the Christ. We will gather
as a church family for a churclvide Christmas party
on December 14, together enjoying time for carols,
crafts, gift giving, special Christmas activities for the
whole family, and a casual early supper.

The Caregiving Team will help us prepare special gifts
for those in our visitation ministry. Our musicians
will provide special music It will be a wonderful
afternoon, a true Christmas celebration.

Turn to page 6 for more information.

HOLIDAY DECORATING DATE i
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Join us for Potluck Supper on Wednesday evening and stay to decorate. zi
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Dear DRC Frignds; Tree is depicted as an old tree stump with a tree ]
Vgdm H v r bghkc+ H bptdndhegimiying forth o it. ETReSorakeidig h r s |

Hec bntms cnvm sgd ¢ Xr typkdly dedordatsdWith symbdls réPré&enting th
through each square on the December calendar.  stories of people in Jesus' family tree. Each day

adsvddm sgnrd 9OWgQr
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| could never understand why the time % E @ through Advent, before a symbol is hung on

slowly. Now, however, as an adult | find

te®rarich, & Biblepdssage or a story from

: _ the Bible is read.
myself saying each day in December, F"@ &T@T(;_This Advent at DRC the Jesse Tree will be

OMN RKNVDHRNV MWIN S~ Hﬂ@“% pr%psoing up %v%rywhere. In worship we
u

Qags@tp)csi() u)l(ckDI > & H vhr —}’_ ~Will sk the tre€ t0 Mark our movement
P y. a y: _ @J[“If;ﬂl@ @MH toward Christmas. It will shape the theme
Advent is a season of preparation, so thac of our sermons and services. The Jesse Tree

by the time the inevitable Christmas Day actually  will also be the center of attention at Advent Ad-

comes, whether too slowly or not slowly enough,  venture. We also have a devotional book for you

you will be ready. This year at DRC we will be sn trd vgdm xnt “gd |°
using aJESSE TREHO help us get ready for calendar, making it not just a countdown to
Christmas. Christmas, but a spiritual exercise that prepares

What is a Jesse Tree? It is an image inspired by  your heart and home for the miracle of Emmanu
Isaiah 11:1 where we reath shoot shallcomeout DOFnc vhsg tr €

from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow oyhether fast or slow, the time that passes this
of his roots.Jesse was the father of David, Israel's December will be rooted in the rich heritage that
greatest king. And it was from David's lineage that prings Jesus to us. Enjoy!

Jesus came. That's where the idea of using a Jesserondly,

Tree to celebrate Advent came from. The Jesse Pastor Dave

Caring for Gododés Creation.

Where do We Go From Here? in danger. But for Christians., th.e more important
Nearly 20 people participated in groups that read motivator is: the Bible tells us\God wants us to ca
and studied with meEarthWiseby Dr. Calvin enq Fncor bqgd shnm hm

DeWitt. Most who participated in the sbweek W&V

course finished very excited about expanding our All who participated in the classes agreed the firs
rsdv gcrgho ne FncoQr B fplbw-apstepwe needde takd ig the fermation bf
scientific, biblical and theological reasons for bettersteering groufDan ad hoareation care group.
b gd ne sgd eq f hkd db hseetheisrdlé as impaetindgancpersuading ourm
class members are intent on keeping the ecologicahinistry teams, our congregation, and our commt
momentum moving here at DRC. How can we nity to be better caregivers for our environment.
move toward a more responsible use of our natura@q d xnt o rrhnm sd " an
resources?_Whgt measures can we take to be mafe, | id sn ad ° o°qgs
energy efficient in our church and homes? How - bnll hssdc fqgnto sn a
can our congregation be a leader in Bethlehem, Young or old, join the cause and help transform
inspiring our town to embrace more eclriendly congregation with me.

habits and events? _ _
. _ In His service,
Science tells us there is much at stake; the planetlgs
astor Dave
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The Informer Worship News December 2008
A Farewell from the Esmonds but incredible worship leading ability as well. Devel-

oping the individual gifts of our band members has
To Our Brothers and Sisters in Christ been a specific goal of ours throughout our time
It is with a mixture of sadness and joy that we gdgd- Hm e bs+ hsgQr kv x
announce our resignation from our music leader We have rejoiced time after time as the band mem-
positions here at Delmar Reformed Church, effec- bers have each come into his or her own, hearing

tive January 1, 2009.During our incredible time Sgd KngqcQr b kk " mc "~ mrvd
here,we have learned what it means to walk by ings to worship through playing, singing, songwrit-
faith, and our faith is now strong enough for us ing, and much more. We are confident that this will

follow God's calling, take the leap, and jump more  continue in our absence, and we will continue to
et kkx hmsn sgd vnqgj enq suppott BRC avddhe walshiabdnb throegh d o * q ,
ing for a long time!! prayer. There has already been much discussion

Doug and | have been continually blessed; through 2Pout who will be the new leader, and we will be

our positions here over the past five years, in fact ~ Nvolved in helping guide this transition.

vd b m g gckx adkhdud h s$SQ thankybd frhank gou for wilecomifng us ih, fab d
first arrived. Through these years, a lot has changedwalking along side us, and for continuing to partner
for us professionally and personally. We enteredourv hsg tr hm fgnvhmf Fncaor
relationship with DRC as newlywedswith a focus With all our love and gratitude,

on developing the contemporary wors_hip service. Meighan & Doug Esmond

And not only have we been able to witness the
growth and blossoming othat service, we've also
gained tremendously oa personal level as well,

both in enhancingour own music and leadership H:C@ ( :
slglls, as well as our ability to work synerglstlcally % o M 2
with one another. One of the strongest things that & y
drew Doug and | together when we first met twelve Rehearsals: Chirrstmas Chorr

years ago was the sense that, individually and to-
gether, there was work to be done. Work that

would require us to use, to the best of our ability,

sgd fhesr vd jmdv vdgqgc ad
a foundation that is firmly grounded in faith by
whole-heartedly accepting a relationship with our
Heavenly Father through which, ultimately, all
good things come.

Saturday, November 29 9-10:30 a.m.
Thursday, December 4 7-8:30 p.m.
Thursd]ayh Degerrrpber 11C 7-8:30 M- o
a%rday, Becember 58 9-1 :50 a.m.
We would love for you to be a part of all our
December services or just Christmas Eve.
For more information contact Linda Drew 439509

n at

It would take forever to tell you all the ways that Join us for this special season.

xnt g ud sntbgdc ntq gd gsr rhmbd vdooud bnl d

to DRC, but we want you to know that we both Christmas meditations by Linda Drew
have been forever transformed by your support,
encouragement and fellowship, and well miss the Wednes;laSy I;Dricember 17

community here which we have come to love so
much. We are, at the same time, excited about whatCome for just a few minutes
lies ahead, for ourselves and for this congregation. or the whole hour. T
A time for qui et rjefl

A Christmas gift to yourself !!!

We are leaving the 11:15 service in good, strong,
solid hands. The band has continued to evolve, and
consists not only of strong musical ability,
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Worship & Education News

THE ADVENT SERMON SERIES:

Dear Church Family,

LEAVES FROM THE STUMP OF JESSIEerry Christmas! As this particular Christmas

Sghr xd qQr @cudms
inspired by theJESSE TREE.(Pastor Dave
describes this tradition in his letter in this issue of

The Informes. The Jesse Tree is decorated each dayswered the call to bring Shoebox gifts to be sent to

through Advent with an ornament that symbolizes
rnld Ahakhb k rsngx nq
salvation history, culminating with the birth of

Jesus. Each Sunday we will summa
rize those decorations that have bee
placed on the tree branch during the
week, and then our pastors will focusj
their sermon on the decoration for
that day. Here are the Jesse Tree
themes for the Sundays in Advent:

r d g h ddason &prdachbs!l ahtruckvby thekoutFodring

of generosity from you, the church. We are in a
time of economic uncertainty yet you have an-

all the far reaches of the world. You donated 61
thokes Red Wit gifts, nelelssiti®s arfti Soven €

Members of the church are donating their time to
volunteer at Advent Adventure at a rate | have not

experienced in the past three years. Sunday School
teachers are planning a special Advent program and

we then will look forward to the New Year and the
many more ways we can touch peoples lives with
the love of Christ.

The hands and feet of God are joining together to

December 2008

Fnc

November 309 ONts né& sgd
Ehmchmf gnod vgdm vd
December 7:9L " mm~ hm s gid

R $piedd @& good news of His coming! If you would
Q J ke tPRSME adartGntall that is happening in the

V h ddGegtienaetie chldren and adults of Delmar

How God nourishes us on Miracle Bread
December14:9Sgd OqnogdsD
Easy forthemto say!
December2t 9 A" b j
| ngm s g dDDAwebhadto repent too?

4:00 p.m.
Family Service

8:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.
Traditional
Candlelight Worship

Christmas Eve

SERVICES

hm s @dithV h k-

Adult Sunday School continues...enrich your life,

\\\Wy enrich your Sunday morning!
—=~"<<=_ NOOMA (12 minute DVD series)
has received rave reviews from the
Adult 20+ people we have every Sunday.

Sunday School Our first DVD was about adding
11:00 a.m.noon silence to your life in order that you
may hear God.
The second Sunday dealt powerfully with forgive-

are different each week.

ness. You're welcome to come any time. The topic

|
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Reformed Church | would be happy to help you

R find yourdpbt! h s Q €

i |
H%pgy Chr{?tFnarls.
ammy Tearoe

ADVENT SUNDAY SCHOOL

Large group activities and crafts
December 7 & 14

Special Christmas video

9Sgd Udgx Ehqgr s
and crafts on December 21
Cnm@s | hrr nts n

12:30 Adult Sunday School
We are meeting during Advent.
Join us!






