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5:00 p.m.  

Family Service  

  

8:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.   

Traditional  

Candlelight Worship 
 

More info. on page 4.  

Christmas reveries  
Wednesday December 16 
7-8 p.m.    
  

An hour of quiet  
beautiful Christmas 
meditations on the  
piano. 
A time for  quiet  
reflection  

a gift especially FOR YOUé 
 

Lind Drew, pianist 

The  
Christmas Party  
Sunday, December 20  
5:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

Join us for:  
Caroling 
òChristmas Cheer Bandó See article on page 4. 
Dinner (prepared by the men of DRC) 

Carols sung by our children 
Interactive drama 
Dessert 

Natural Church Development 
 

A thorough evaluative and planning  

oqnbdrr b`kkdc ƏM`stq`k Bgtqbg Cdudkno,

ldmsƐ 'MBC( hr tmcdq v`x- 
 

A survey taken by 30 active DRC  

members evaluates eight areas of our  

congregational life and identifies where 

we are strongest and where we have op-

portunities to grow.   
 

A small group of people called the 

ƏGd`ksg Sd`lƐ sgdm s`jd sg`s hmenql`,

tion and begin to plan for how we can 

strengthen and expand our ministries. 

continued on page 3. 
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The Informer          From the Pastors         December  2009 

 

Dear Family and Friends of DRC:  
 

The Reformed Church takes its standards very  

seriously.  That means we adhere to a collection of 

certain creeds and confessions of faith that we feel 

capture the doctrines and beliefs revealed in the 

scriptures.  These confessions are proclama-

tions or statements of beliefs that serve as 

standards of faith, actual authoritative guides 

to the doctrinal beliefs of our church.  How 

seriously do we take these standards?   
 

As a Minister of Word and Sacraments, each 

year I have to report to the Classis on how 

faithful and intentional I have been in teach-

ing and preaching the doctrines of those  

standards. 

Some of these creeds and confessions you probably 

jmnv nq g`ud gd`qc ne+ khjd sgd @onrskdƍr Bqddc nq

perhaps the Heidelberg Catechism.  Others may be 

lesser known to you, such as the Athanasian Creed 

or the Canons of Dort. They all serve as historic 

statements of belief and doctrine for the Church  

of Jesus Christ. 
 

For the first time in 400 years the Reformed 

Church will very likely add a new standard to this 

collection.  It is called the Belhar Confession and it 

is before us this year to be considered for adoption 

as our newest statement of belief. 
 

This is historic.  Once every 400 years means the 

church does not take this lightly.  This has been  

a long, careful and prayerful process.  Like the 

other standards before it, the Belhar Confession 

comes out of a specific historical crisis.  Specific to 

Belhar is the practice of Apartheid in South Africa.  

This evil and sinister form of racism in fact came 

out of the white Dutch Reformed Church of South 

Africa.  This apostate belief claimed that God actu-

ally ordained the white race to reign superior over 

the black Africans.  After a long and painful strug-

gle, the church repented from such a position and 

has denounced it for the evil that it is. 
 

Out of that painful experience came the Belhar 

Confession.  Several years ago, the South African 

Church invited its sister congregations in North 

America to adopt it as a statement of belief.  It is a 

strong affirmation of the integrity and unity of all 

human beings.  It is a call for reconciliation within 

the church and society.  And it is a heartfelt affir-

mation that God is a God of justice for all.  As a 

result of an ongoing effort, the 2009 General Synod 

voted to adopt the Belhar Confession as a standard   

  of unity. The decision needs to be approved  

  by two-sghqcr ne sgd QB@ƍr 35 bk`rrdr+ vghbg 

  will report their votes to the 2010 General  

  Synod.   Our classis will vote on it this       

  coming February. 
 

  I share all of this as background to the series  

  of sermons we will be presenting in January.   

  We will explain what the role of the stan- 

  dards is in our church and how they can give  

   shape and direction to our faith journey.  

We will also look at the Belhar Confession itself 

and let its cry for justice and unity penetrate us. 
 

You can look further into Belhar in our denomina-

shnmƍr vda rhsd9http://www.rca.org/Page.aspx?

pid=2552.  I invite you also to attend a class we 

will offer at DRC on Belhar.  Watch for further 

postings about when the three-part class will be 

held. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Dave 

Working for Justice:  Building Bridges  
of Understanding in Nicaragua  
 

Mission Team is organizing a trip to Nicaragua  

during President's Week ( February 13 - 20).  If you 

have heard from our travelers to Nicaragua, Niger, 

Ecuador, and many places in the United States, 

then you know how inspiring and life changing 

your service can be.   
 

This year we will begin in Managua and then travel 

to projects that provide economic hope for one of 

the most impoverished nations in the Western 

Hemisphere.  We will build on our efforts to sup-

port Fair Trade and the micro-economic efforts of 

the people in the countryside.  We hope to see the 

projects supported by the Reformed Church.    
 

Please  to see Pastor Dave or Peggy Becker for 

more information or to sign up.  Scholarship funds 

will be available.    

http://www.rca.org/Page.aspx?pid=2552
http://www.rca.org/Page.aspx?pid=2552
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The Informer            Worship News     December  2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last year we set aside the Advent wreath and instead 

used the Jesse Tree to give focus to our preparation 

enq ntq R`uhnqƍr ahqsg- Sgd sqddr vdqd ad`tshetkkx

decorated with biblical symbols that helped tell the 

story of how all of history recorded in the Bible was 

lnuhmf snv`qc Fncƍr l`inq dudmsƊ the birth of his 

Son, Jesus. 

This year we will return to the Advent Wreath Ɗ 

with a vengeance!  Each Sunday will focus in a vari-

ety of creative ways on the Advent Candle that is lit 

that day: Hope on November 29; Peace on Decem-

ber 6; Joy on December 13; and Love on December 

1/- Ntq o`rsnqrƍ rdqlnmr vhkk enbtr nm gnv d`bg ne

sgnrd rohqhst`k bnmchshnmr hr Fncƍr ƏBgqhrsl`r FhesƐ

to us through Jesus. 

Looking ahead to January, our Pastors will be 

oqd`bghmf nm sgd ghrsnqhb mdv ƏRs`mc`qcƐ btqqdmskx

being considered for adoption by the Reformed 

Bgtqbg- Hsƍr b`kkdc sgd Adkg`q Bnmedrrhnm- Xnt b`m

qd`c lnqd `ants hs hm O`rsnq C`udƍr kdssdq hm sghr

Informer nq bgdbj hs nts nm ntq Cdmnlhm`shnmƍr

website, http://www.rca.org/Page.aspx?pid=304 . 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Choir Rehearsals: 

Thursday, December  3  

 7-8:30 p.m. 

Thursday, December 10  

 7-8:30 p.m. 

Saturday, December 19       

 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

We would love for you to be a part of our Advent  

worship services or just Christmas Eve.  Contact  

Linda Drew 439-0509 for more information. 

Join us for this special season.  

5:00 p.m.  
Family Service  

  

8:00 p.m.  
The Bleecker Consort (a group  

specializing in medieval, renaissance 
and baroque music) will be a part of 

our worship service. 
 

 11:00 p.m.   
Traditional Candlelight Worship  

 

Natural Church Development  

From page 1 

 

The Health Team members are: Don Sindon, 

M`mbx K`mcqhf`m+ Sdqqx NƍG`qd+ Qnfdq Bqdhfgsnm+

Sandra Marston and Denise Warren.  The Rev. 

Phyllis Palsma from the Synod of Albany will 

bn`bg sgdl `r sgdx ok`m `mc qdronmc sn Əvgn vd

`qdƐ `r qdud`kdc sn tr hm sgd rtqudxr- 
 

The NCD process is unique to every congregation  

a process in which we see ourselves more clearly    

to utilize more effectively the gifts that are unique 

to DRC in order to grow more into the congrega-

tion God wants us to be. 

http://www.rca.org/Page.aspx?pid=304
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The Green Page 
 

Good Environmental Stewardship:   

Going Green is the Right Step  

Wednesday, January 6 ~ 7:00 pm  
 

Just what is renewable power?  How do solar panels 

vnqj> B`m H rshkk ad ƏfqddmƐ vhsgnts otsshmf to lx

own solar panels? If I want solar panels, what do I 

need to do?  What about wind power? 
 

Cnmƍs lhrr sghr fqd`s noonqstmhsx sn fds xntq 

questions answered on global warming, solar power, 

wind power and more. 
  

The speakers will be our very own DRC member, 

Keith Drinkwine, a Senior at Green Mountain      

College majoring in Environmental Studies and 

Linda Burtis of Community Energy, Inc. This pro-

gram is open to the community.  Invite your friends 

and co-workers.  Come away informed and capable 

of action after hearing from people that are  

immersed in environmental discussions every day. 

 

Until then, here are some reminders on 
how to be green this Christmas. 
¦ reuse Christmas cards as gifts tags 

¦ reusable felt bags and decorated boxes for gift 

 wrapping  

¦ Give gifts from the heart- your time, homemade 

gifts.  These gifts are more meaningful and cer-

tainly have less plastic packaging! 

Some Green gift ideas 
¦ Give an experience (ex. a hot air balloon or  

 sail plane ride). 

¦ Give a garden! Seeds, gloves, tools, etc. 

¦ Create a family recipe book. 

¦ Membership to a museum  

¦ Reusable lunch bag. 

¦ Cloth shopping bag. 

¦ Cloth napkins and rings. 

¦ House plant. 

¦ Bird feeder and seed. 
 

Enjoy the holiday season.  Weaving in ways during 

sgd Bgqhrsl`r rd`rnm sn b`qd enq Fncƍr bqd`shnm b`m

help make this season more meaningful and less 

stressful.  Try it!  
 

SECOND SUNDAY CELEBRATION  
  

Hsƍr mns d`rx sn ad o`shdms `qntmc Bgqhrsl`r- 

Too many exciting things go on and of course there 

`qd oqdrdmsr sn v`hs enq Vdƍkk kd`qm lnqd `ants sgd

spiritual fruit of PATIENCE at our next 2SC gather-

ing.   

PATIENCE  
December 13  

  

REMEMBER:  
BRING NON -PERISHABLE FOOD   

ITEMS FOR THE  
BETHELEHEM FOOD PANTRY  

  

  

Do you play an instrument? 
Do you know where it is? 

flute  oboe  trumpet  drums  piano  triangle  etc. 
 

Vd g`ud ok`mr enq ` Əltrhb dwodqh,

dmbdƐ `s sgd Bgqhrsl`r o`qsx-

Plan on playing 3-4 carols.  Sheet 

music will be available after De-

cember 10.  There is an optional short run thru on 

Saturday, December 19 at 11 a.m.  Call the church 

office for more information, and let us know what 

you will be playing. 
 

Odqg`or vdƍkk ad sgd mdws Əuhq`k uhcdnƐ nm Xnt Stad- 

Please Come! 
 

Christmas Open House 
Saturday, December 12 
6 p.m.  
 

 

Tom & Sandra Marstonïs 
21 South Street, Selkirk 
 

Please bring a dish to share. 
Regrets Only 
767-0426 or smarston@nycap.rr.com 

The Financial Picture  

through October 31 is as follows: 
 

October Actual Income: $52,760 
 

Year-to-Date: 

Budgeted Income:  $420,940 

Actual Income:    $397,991 
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Mayan Hands  
CRAFT FAIR 

Sunday, December 6 
After each worship service 

Mayan Hands, a fair trade organization, works 

with 230 Mayan weavers in Guatemala, helping 

them market their beautiful weavings.  These 

women and their families  live under conditions of  

extreme poverty.  Working in cooperative groups 

and selling their textiles in the international market, 

these weavers are lifting themselves out of poverty.   
 

Choose from dozens of items that they  will bring  

to our church on Sunday, December 6, including 

tablecloths, runners, handbags, purses, Christmas 

items, wreaths, gifts for children, vests, embroidered 

shirts, ceramics, musical instruments, nativities, etc., 

etc., etc. 

 

 

 The Caregiving Ministry   

 Team distributes Christmas  

 baskets to members and friends of  

our church some of whom are ill, 

homebound or need special recog-

nition.  
 

We  need your help filling the baskets! 
 

Items specifically needed: small breads without nuts 

(in plastic wrap), small jars of jelly or jams, or  

simple cookies in packages of 6.  
 

Please bring your donation to the church by Sun-

day, December 13.  Place them in the box marked 

ƏBgqhrsl`r A`rjdsrƐ hm sgd M`qsgdw- 
 

Baskets will be packed Wednesday, December 16.   

Please call Carol Palmer, 439-0325 if you are avail-

able to help pack the baskets or to deliver some.  

Thank you.  

4 Corners Holiday Parade  

DRC Christmas Open House  
 

Friday night, December 4, the town will hold the 

3rd annual holiday parade.  We, once again, will  

invite everyone into Fellowship Hall for a chil-

cqdmƍr bq`es shld+ gns bgnbnk`sd `mc bnnjhdr- D`bg

year hundreds of people from the community come 

in and enjoy this special evening at DRC. 
 

We will need LOTS of cookies, and joyful servers.   

If you can help, contact Todd Gieryic, tgieryic@ 

gmail.com or 439-3421. 

Adopt -a-Family  
  

Please take a colored tag from the 

Ə@cnos-a-E`lhkxƐ an`qc+ hm sgd

Narthex, and sign your name and 

phone number on the white tag  

underneath. Please return the      

unwrapped gift with the colored  

tag attached by December 6. Gifts 

and monetary donations for food gift cards are due 

no later than December 6. 
  

Monetary donations are welcomed and will be used 

for food certificates. Please make checks out to DRC 

`mc mnsd Ə@cnos- a-E`lhkxƐ nm sgd ldln khmd- 
  

Our church family has been very generous in the 

past, and we hope for even more participation this 

year, as there are many needs in our community. 
  

Thank you! 

 INFORMER  
 DEADLINE 

 for the February issue of   

The Informer is Monday, Jan. 18.  

Faith and Bert Reed invite you to join 
them in Fellowship Hall for a  

homemade turkey dinner. 
  

Please bring a donation of $5.00 per person  
and non-perishable food items for the Bethlehem 
�6�H�Q�L�R�U���&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�·�V�����)�R�R�G���3�D�Q�W�U�\�������3�O�H�D�V�H��
RSVP to the church office, 439-9929 by 
December 2 


