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This month eight people from DRC  

will be traveling to Niger Africa to join  

with RCA missionaries Bruce and Laurie  

Hawley.  Niger is a predominantly  

Muslim country; it is also one of the  

poorest countries in  

the world. The  

Evangelical Church in  

the Republic of Niger 

(EERN) has chosen to undertake 

educational, agricultural, and eco-

nomic development  

activities as a way of reaching 

people for Christ. 
 

EERN has determined that a 

guest house in Niamey 

would be a great asset  

to their program.  

It will give them a  

facility to house people  

who come in from the  

countryside for train- 

ing in evangelism, leadership, and other  

ministry skills. 
 

The Hawleys will be on site this month  

to oversee the construction of the 

Continued on page 5  

Welcome! 
 

Do you remember your first visit to DRC?  Hopefully you were welcomed, and 

welcomed warmly.   
 

DRC is all about relationships.  The most important relationship is with God, but 

all the other relationships make the church what it is.  And every relationship starts 

with an introduction. 
 

On Sunday mornings help build our church; introduce yourself to someone.  

Make a decision to shake a new hand; find out something about the person sitting 

near you.  If that person happens to be new to DRC, take a moment to welcome 

them to our church. 
 

- Be the Church! -  

Niger 

Be kind 
February 28 

 

More to follow 



2 

The Informer          From the Pastors         February  2009 

Dear DRC Friends: 
Hrmƍs hs vnmcdqetk vgdm xnt bnld `bqnrr rnld,

thing in your life that sticks?  A scene from a 

movie, a quote in a book, an image in a magazine, 

a moment with a friend, a feeling in worship: the 

sticky moments are unpredictable.  We never 

know what might become lodged in our head,  

so it is important to follow the biblical advice; 

ƏVg`sdudq hr sqtd+ vg`sdudq hr gnmnq`akd+ vg`sdudq

is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, 

whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence 

and if there is anything worthy of praise, think 

`ants sgdrd sghmfr-Ɛ 'Oghk 397( 
 

The following pastoral letter from a local pastor, 

Rev. John Paarlberg, written back in June, stuck 

with me, so I share it with you.    Pastor Dirk 
 

Recently I had to catch an airline flight shortly after  
the Sunday morning worship service. So I traveled still 
wearing my clerical collar. Others' behavior toward me 
was probably influenced by it, at least a little.  
I received a few more smiles than I otherwise would 
have, and one or two strangers greeted me with 
"Hello, Father." But I have to confess that my own be-
havior was influenced, too. I was probably a little more  
patient and considerate, aware that I was the public 
face of the church. Mostly, I was aware that I could be 
called upon to listen to someone who needed to  
confide in me, or that I might be asked to pray with 
someone, or offer a blessing (something that has  
happened to me before.)  
 

It got me thinking about "going public" with our faith. 
What if every Christian went about his or her daily life 
with some kind of clear public marker that he or she 
was a disciple of Jesus Christ? How would it affect your 
behavior? My hunch is that most of us would be a little 
more conscientious about living up to what we  
profess. We might also be more conscious of Christ's  
presence in our own lives (or more consciously     
dependent on Christ), and more aware and prepared 
that we might be called upon to minister in Christ's 
name... which is one of the reasons we ask those who 
are  baptized (as adults) and those who become mem-
bers of the church to publicly profess their faith before 
the elders and the congregation. It is one thing     
to privately believe and be a secret follower of Jesus 
Christ. It is another to stand before others and say, 
"This I believe. This is how I intend to live." (And by 

implication, "I ask you, my brothers and sisters in 
Christ, to help me and to hold me accountable to  
what I profess.")  
 

So how are you doing? As the "public face" of the 
church what does your behavior say about what you 
believe? Not, what do you privately believe about   
Jesus Christ, but what does your life, your calendar, 
your checkbook, the way you conduct yourself at  
work and at home-say about what you believe?  
 

And if you have not been faithful in worship or in    
offering your prayers and gifts or walking in Jesus'  
way, what can we do to help and to hold you account-
able to what you have professed? We don't often    
talk about it, but this kind of loving discipline is an   
important (the Reformers would say, essential) mark 
of the church. We love each other enough, and value 
each other enough to hold each other accountable   
for living up to what we profess.  

 
The Assessment Asking 

 

One of the more costly items in  

the annual budget is our Denomina-

shnm`k @rrdrrldmsƐ dwodmrd- @r hr

the case with most mainline  

denominations, the Reformed 

Church in America (RCA) assesses  

` rds ƏeddƐ sn ntq bnmfqdf`shnm enq

each active member on our rolls.  

These assessments pay the administrative costs of 

qtmmhmf ntq cdmnlhm`shnmƍr lhmhrsqx `mc lhrrhnm- 

If the Elders count you as an active DRC member, 

we send to the national and local offices $74.00.  

For our congregation that cost totals over $23,000. 
 

As we have done in recent years, we request each 

household in our church to make a gift of $74.00 

for each member of DRC.  This includes your  

teen-aged children who have been confirmed and 

joined the church.  Please understand: These are 

not dues.  Your membership will in no way be  

impacted by whether or not you give to this fund.  

Consistory feels this is a fair way each member  

can help bear the burden of this cost.   

Okd`rd mnsd nm xntq bgdbj ƏCdmnlhm`shnm`k

@rrdrrldms-Ɛ @m dmudknod hr hmbktcdc hm sghr

Informer for your use.  Consistory thanks you. 
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The Informer     News to Use      February   2009 

Lent Begins February 25 
 

Our Lenten journey to Golgotha  

and the empty tomb begins in DRC 

with two Ash Wednesday events 

around tables of fellowship.   
 

In the morning Caregiving Team hosts a breakfast  

with guest speaker Judith McKennan, Executive  

Director of Shenendehowa Senior Center.  Please 

call Carol Palmer, 439-0325, if you are able to help 

set up or clean up. 
 

In the evening we will gather for our annual Agape 

Dinner and Communion Service.  Agape is the 

Fqddj vnqc enq Əknud-Ɛ Sgd chmmdq enkknvr sgnrd

of the early church, described in Acts 2: 44-47.   

This is a pot-luck meal Ɗ but with panache!    

We will share the wholesome foods we imagine the 

early Christians ate such as cheeses, breads, pita, 

fish, humus, fruits, rice, etc.  After we enjoy the 

meal and fellowship, a simple and informal com-

munion service will follow.  Ashes, the ancient  

Biblical symbol of repentance, will be distributed to 

those who wish to have them.  
 

The meal begins at 6:00 p.m. and continues through 

approximately 6:45.  Children are, of course,    

welcome.  The communion service will take place 

after supper around the table.  Babysitting will be 

available for families with small children during the 

communion service.  Please call the church office, 

439-9929, ahead of time so we can make child-care 

arrangements. 

 

 

YOUR TALENTS, YOUR CHURCH 
You may be aware that the Sunday School has  

begun to work on emphasizing the importance of 

"stewardship".   The responsibility each one of us  

(young and old) has for taking care of the needs of the 

church through the  giving of time, talents, gifts, 

treasure and worship .  So here's yet another opportu-

nity to offer your talents to God's world..  
 

I am looking for instrumentalists of ALL types 

(amateur/professional; young/old) for our music  

ministry.   Would LOVE to play duets with you; have you 

sing in a small group; play your instrument in a small 

group or accompany the choir.  
 

I just need to know that you have the desire to 

share your talent .   

All of the specifics will be custom -fit to YOU!  

It's a New Year  

a New Opportunity to serve God in a New way!  

CALL ME! Linda Drew,  439 - 0509  platdrew@aol.com  

 INFORMER  
 DEADLINE 

 for the February issue of   

The Informer is Monday, Feb. 9.  

A òBIG EVENTó AT DRC 

We will host one of the premiere biblical scholars of our time as he discusses the prophets and 

our current problems.  On February 28, Dr. Walter Brueggemann will come to Delmar  

Reformed Church to present a lecture on ƏSgd Oq`bshbd ne sgd Oqnogdshb hm ` Bnmrtldq Rnbhdsx-Ɛ    

Dr. Brueggemann has authored more than 58 books, hundreds of articles, and several biblical  

commentaries.  He is renowned for his expertise in the Old Testament Prophets.  Dr. Bruegge-

l`mm r`xr Əsghr kdbstqd, will be a foray into the books of Isaiah and Jeremiah, and their  

odqshmdmbd sn ntq bnmsdlonq`qx bqhrhr ne oqdu`hkhmf `mwhdsx-Ɛ 
  

The lecture is sponsored by the Capital Region Theological Center (CRTC), an ecumenical  

mission of theological education for laity and clergy.  Christians from throughout the Capital  

District will be attending. 

 

He xnt vhrg sn `ssdmc Cq- Aqtdffdl`mmƍr s`kj+ ohbj to ` qdfhrsq`shnm enql hm sgd bgtqbg neehbd-   

Cost, including lunch, is $50.00.  

mailto:platdrew@aol.com
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The Informer                   Education News      February   2009 

Dear Church Family, 

Iôm just getting home from the congregational dinner 

and I am pumped up!  What an amazing experience  

to reflect on how the Lord has blessed our church 

over the past year and to thank Him for his presence 

in our lives and the many programs DRC offers. 
   

As this is the first Informer of 2009, I want to share 

with you the ways I hope our education program will 

grow in the coming year. 

¶ Our team has asked for and received an increase             

in the budget for our contribution to our Chris-

tian Childrenôs Fund child, Karen Whispers 

Trueblood.  In addition to the added financial 

support, Debbie Schultze will coordinate sending 

regular correspondence and gifts to Karen (from 

special offerings during Sunday School) to 

strengthen our bond with her and her family.  

Watch for those requests!    

¶ We started the year with a stewardship class in  

Sunday School.  I will continue to promote stew-

ardship education for the children to set them on 

the course of faithful giving.  

¶ Advent Adventure took a step into mission in      

December and Sunday School will follow suit.    

I am looking for ways the children can be       

involved with Hurricane Katrina clean-up and 

rebuilding, support our missionaries around the 

world and be a part of DRCs commitment  to the 

FOCUS churches of Albany.  I see and hear a lot 

of enthusiasm from our children about mission 

activities and look forward to working with them 

to see where Godôs takes us. 

¶ Education isnôt just for kids.  It is encouraging to 

me to see adults from both services being part of 

the new adult Sunday School classes.  I regret 

that Disciple isnôt up and running this year, but I 

trust that this is meant to be a time for us to     

reflect on what of our congregation needs to 

strengthen their walk with God.  Mid-week Bible 

study in the evening?  New topic focused small 

groups?  Seminars and speakers?  I need input 

from the congregation, and leaders that are will-

ing to bring these opportunities for growth to 

fruition.   

¶ High school student participation in church is 

strong.  I want to keep that going while ensuring 

that they get the spiritual guidance they need to 

be strong in their Christian walk as they gear up 

to go out into the world.   

We are blessed to have Lisa  Rakoczy as our high 

school Sunday School leader.  She has a deep      

commitment to our children.  Please offer her your 

support.  
 

These are just a few thoughts that God has been  

leading me toward.  Please come to me with your 

ideas or concerns and keep the DRC Education team 

in your prayers. 

Blessings, 

Tammy Tearoe 

Director of Christian Education  

 
 

Thank You!  

A huge thank you to all of the amazing youth, teen, 

and adult volunteers that braved the incredibly nasty 

weather to make Advent Adventure a reality this past 

Christmas season!  Despite the storms and power  

outages, we had the opportunity to witness to 40 area 

children each Saturday.  The children learned about 

the Jesse Tree and participated in the following     

mission projects on each of the three Saturdays:  

ā provided 60 sack lunches to the Homeless Action 

 Committee in Albany,  

ā cookies and cards for the DRC shut ins,  

ā 48 Hygiene Kits for Church World Service.   

Great Job!   
 

 
 

Adult Sunday School  

continues...enrich your life,  

enrich your Sunday morning!  
 

NOOMA   (12 minute DVD series) 

has received rave reviews from the 

20+ people we have every Sunday.   

 

Our first DVD was about adding silence to your 

life in order that you may hear God.  

The second Sunday dealt powerfully with forgive-

ness. You're welcome to come any time. The topics 

are different each week.   

Join us at 11:00 a.m. in Bennett Parlors. 

Adult  
Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. - noon 
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The Informer        Church News      February  2009 

 Mission Team is looking   

  for one or two high school or  

  college age DRC members to join   

  the Mission Team and be a liaison  

  with other DRC youth.    

 

 The Mission Team distributes DRC donations  

to various local, national and international  

Organizations; plans mission trips to national and 

international locations, as well as brings other mis-

sion  

opportunities to the attention of DRC members.    

This is a chance to learn as well as have an impact on 

those around you. 
 

Mission Team meets the first Monday of the month 

at 7:00 p.m.  Contact Wil Ackerly, 478-0674 or  

wackerly@nycap.rr.com) for more information.  

 

 

Our trip to Niger from page 1  

guest house. Just as importantly, they will ensure 

that our volunteers will have many opportunities  

to spend time with the Christians of Niger, experi-

ence their worship, and enjoy their hospitality.  

The group also hopes to visit a nearby preserve for 

an endangered specie of giraffes. 

Please keep these DRC volunteers in your prayers as 

they travel to serve Christ in Niger.  They depart  

February 11 and return on the 21
st

.  Pray for their 

r`ed sq`udkr `mc enq Bgqhrsƍr knud sn ad l`mhedrsdc

through them (and to them!) in this exciting venture. 

Ntq Əlhrrhnm`qhdrƐ `qd9 

Alison Kurtessis Sue Corlett 

Jim Kurtessis  Lauren Kilpatrick 

Nancy Pierson Elmer Dering 

Sara Gold  Pastor Dave Corlett 

 

 

Adopt -a-Family  

Thanks You 
  

Sghr xd`qƍr oqnfq`l rtoonqsdc 

4 families from our community.  

The combined families had 16 children, ranging      

in age from 8 months to 17 years, and 4 adults.  

In addition, 20 gift specific requests from another 

school district were donated. 
 

The requests this year reflected how great the need is 

for each family. They asked for warm comforters 

'enq bghkcqdmƍr adcr( rgddsr+ i`bjdsr+ rnbjr+ g`sr+ `mc

fknudr- Sgd o`qdmsrƍ qdptdrsr hmbktcdc annsr+ i`bjdsr+

dishes, towels, pillows, and pots & pans. 
 

Our generous DRC family contributed nearly 150 

gifts of clothing, games, books, wrapping paper, and 

household necessities. Cash donations of $600      

purchased grocery and department store certificates  

to use over the holidays or during the winter months 

as heating bills increase.  Friendship Singers gave 

their holiday donation to our program.  Special 

thanks to them for helping our Christmas Adopt-aƊ 

Family project. 
 

Donations were given for the purchase of a twin 

mattress for a young boy and new prescription eye-

glasses for a little girl. Our appreciation and thanks 

to the local businesses that supplied these items at 

cost. 
 

Thank you for helping many families in our commu-

nity have a better Christmas by letting them know 

we care and support them in their time of need. 
 

The Adopt-A-Family Team 

A request from Pastor Rick Behan: 
  

 3rd Reformed Church, 20 Ten Eyck Ave., Albany   

(near Whitehall Rd.), is looking for volunteer workers for their 

Thrift Shop.  Volunteers work 2-hour shifts on Saturdays: 10 a.m.-12 p.m. and  12-2p.m. or Wednesdays  

5-7 p.m.  They appreciate volunteers for sorting clothing on Thursdays, 9-11 a.m., as needed.  If interested, 

please call Rev. Rick Behan at 433-1080.  Thrift Shop is accepting donations of: clothing, small appliances, 

and bedding & linens. (No furniture, please.)  Cash donations are used to purchase new socks and under-

wear.    Thank you for your consideration. 

mailto:wackerly@nycap.rr.com
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The Informer      More News      February  2009 

 Look for the donation boxes, near 

the church office, for Midnight 

Run, now through February.   

We need lots of WARM winter 

items, preferably dark colors: 

 Hats  Gloves  Long Underwear 

 Coats Sweaters  Sweatshirts (L and XL) 

 Toiletries Pants (sizes 32-40) 

 Boots  Sneakers  

      'ldmƍr rhydr 8-12, women sizes 8 plus) 
 

The RPMs are headed to Washington DC for  

our annual mission trip!  Did you know that the  

residents of our nations capital have the highest rate 

of poverty (20.2 per cent) in the nation? Although 

upwards of 2 million people work in DC, the  

population is only about 600,000. 
 

Our group will depart April 12
th

 for a week to work 

with the Center for Student Missions.  Our students 

will be challenged to learn from those they serve in: 

gnldkdrr oq`xdq aqd`je`rsr+ bghkcqdmƍr oqnfq`lr+

rest homes and feeding programs.  
 

The RPMs will be visiting each church to tell you 

more about this upcoming experience very soon or 

knf nmsn BRLƍr vdarhsd 'www.csm.org). We are  

excited to share this experience with you! 
 

YOU CAN HELP MAKE THIS TRIP A REALITY!  
 

While each person contributes around $350 toward 

the cost of the trip, the remainder of the expenses  

are covered through fundraising activities, corporate  

donations and assistance from congregations. Your 

contribution is tax -deductible and entitles you to  

a complimentary dinner when the group returns 

and shares information about their experience. 
 

Okd`rd l`jd xntq bgdbj o`x`akd sn ƏQOL RdmhnqrƐ-

You can deliver it to the RPM mailbox in the DRC 

office. 
 

RPMs is an ecumenical youth group made up of 

youth in grades 9-12. Any youth in those grades is 

welcome to attend.  If you have, any questions  

contact Beth Hickox at beth.hickox@gmail.com 

Did You Know 

...that  Linda and Philip Drew (Not "just" Cards) 

were able to donate $184 toward the upcoming 

RPM Mission Trip to Washington DC as a result 

of your purchases of their Photocards during  

November and December?  Thank you for your 

generosity and interest. 
 

...with the beginning of the new year, we expect 

more arrivals of refugees and immigrants in the 

coming months and are requesting donations of 

some specific items.  At the moment, what we 

really need are toiletries and kitchen & laundry 

items.  Also, one of our clients is specifically in 

need of a car seat for her 3 year old son.  There is 

a barrel near the office for your donations. 

 

...our W.O.W. (Women of Wisdom) Circle has  

21 members.  For more information on WOW, 

rdd sgd ƏRl`kk FqntoƐ o`fd- Ctqhmf 1//7 sgdx9 

 knitted Prayer shawls 

 sent sunshine cards 

  sent 6 boxes of sheets & towels to Schuyler 

    Inn Homeless Shelter  

 sent 20 Decorated Christmas gifts for  

    homeless women at Schuyler Inn. 

       cnm`sdc snv`qcr 1 v`sdq vdkkr hm sgd ƏAdrs 

          FhesrƐ b`s`knf enq Bgqhrsl`r- 

The Financial Picture  

of 2008 is wonderful! 
 

 

2008 Year ending: 

Budgeted Income:  $475,000 

Actual Income:    $481,540 

 

Through your generosity DRC not only 

met, but exceeded our budget!  

 

Praise God! 

mailto:beth.hickox@gmail.com
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The Informer                          Family Ministries     February  2009 

Upcoming Events 
All Wednesday morning  

meetings are 9:30ñ11:30, 
childcare provided. 

 

In February, we will talk about òfinding climbing 
partnersó as we go through this adventure of   
mothering ð how do relationships help us through 
our life as moms?  And from there we move into   
getting HELP along the way. 

 

Wednesday, February 4 
Steering team 

 

Wednesday, February 11 
MOPS 

Rearrange your schedule, pray that it doesnõt snow 
and make your way to MOPS to hear Dr. David Ol-
sen.  He is coming to speak to us about marriage and 
mothering ð you do not want to miss this!  
(Yes, this was listed as a January event, but it is actu-
ally happening this month.) 

 

Wednesday, February 21 NO Bible Study 
We will try to reschedule our study to an evening. 

12 Extraordinary Women 
Ruth: A Life of Loyalty and Love 

 

Wednesday, February 28 
MOPS 

Help!  How to ask for (and receive)  
the help we need. 

 

Snow Day Policy 
If there is a delay or cancellation in the  

Bethlehem Central School District,  

we unfortunately will NOT have MOPS. 
(This is primarily because childcare becomes very complicated.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Mothers Of School Age Incredible Children    
The February Calendar 

February 3  Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. - 3rd  floor 
 

February 24  Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. Bennett Parlors 
   

For more information on these events, contact Brita 

Gieryic, 439-3421 

 
 

 
 

A Very Special Birthdayé 
 

Gdx `kk Rtmc`x Rbgnnk jhcr `mc o`qdmsr Hsƍr J`qdm

Sqtdaknncƍr ahqsgc`x nm L`qbg 12
rd

 ƏVgn hr J`qdm

Sqtdaknnc+Ɛ xnt r`x> Rgd hr sgd knudkx xntmf k`cx

sg`s sgd bghkcqdmƍr Rtmc`x needqhmf gdkor sn akdrr

sgqntfg sgd Bgqhrsh`m Bghkcqdmƍr Etmc- Rs`qshmf sghr

Sunday we would like to take a separate offering to 

enable us to purchase some clothes, shoes, and a 

book for Karen as a birthday gift.  A notice will be 

coming home in the next weeks to remind everyone.  

Feel free to make her something at home as well,    

or decorate a special birthday card for her.  You can 

give them to Debbie Schultze as well as communi-

cate any questions or ideas you may have!  She can 

be reached at 459-8407 or dschultze4@excite.com.  

Many thanks for your stewardship in blessing this 

beautiful little girl! 

MOSAICs 

Food Pantry Requests 
February 2009 

 

   Soup & Crackers ~ Lip Balm 

Paper Towels ~ Dish Soap  
 

All donations to the Food Pantry are gratefully  

received.  We encourage you to bring your offering  

to church the first Sunday of every month.  The 

Food Pantry box is located by the water fountain. 

March 20-22 
 

We have booked Pine and Troost 

Lodges at Camp Fowler in Specu-

k`snq enq ` Vnldmƍr Qdsqd`s- 

If you have ideas for a theme or program, or would 

like to help in some other way please join us  

Sunday, January 25 at 10:45 a.m. for a planning 

meeting.    
 

The cost will be approx. $90.  Please contact Alison 

Kurtessis, 423-4066, or akurtess@yahoo.com, if you 

are interested in being on the planning team, or to 

reserve your spot for the retreat. 

mailto:dschultze4@excite.com
mailto:akurtess@yahoo.com
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The Informer                 Small Group Opportunities                      February   2009  

Sunday Morning Book Club  
has lined up their reading goals for the next two 

months.  On March 1
st

 they will discuss the  

Biography of Mother Teresa by Kathryn Spink.   

This work provides a thorough and honest look at 

one of the true saints of modern times on April 5
th

 

the group returns to fiction; discussing the American 

classic, Grapes of Wrath, by John Steinbeck.  We are 

always looking for someone new to come and share 

thoughts on books, so be a part of the discussion!  

Each meeting follows the 11:15 worship service.  

Copies of Mother Theresa are available at our church 

office. 

 

Ruth Circle 
will meet Tuesday, February 10, at 7:00 

p.m., in Bennett Parlors. We are studying  

In the Dust of the Rabbi.  Call Diane 

NƍAqhdm+ 364-0754 for more information.  

All are welcome. 

 

Women of Wisdom 
will meet Tuesday, February 17, at  

12:30 p.m., in Bennett Parlors.  Bring your lunch 

and enjoy fellowship with Christian friends.   

Call Ruth Burns, 439-4548, for more information.  

Please join us! 

 

Mid-Week Bible Study 
has been studying the trials and joys of the early 

church as recorded in the Book of Acts. This class 

has been meeting for nine years!  But it always has 

odnokd Əbnld `mc fnƐƊ SO if you are brand new to 

Bible study or a seasoned pro, we welcome you to 

come to this class in which we learn, share, and  

exchange ideas with one another along the path of 

our spiritual journey.  Wednesdays at 10:00 am. 

 

1st Wednesday Potluck Supper 
invites those taking the Financial Peace University 

class to be sure and join in the fellowship and food 

ne ntq rtoodqr d`bg lnmsg- Hsƍr ` fqd`s v`x sn 

extend the fellowship of the evening and enjoy an 

interesting variety of dishes as well!  Please bring   

a dish to share Ɗ we start at 6:00-ish (some come    

directly from work).  

Family Dinner Night 
Wednesday, February 18, at 5:45 p.m. 

Hsƍr ` fqd`s shld enq jhcr `mc o`qdmsr `khjd- Inhm tr

for dinner and time together with your church fam-

ily.  Dinner is provided, $5 per family.  There will 

be more information in the weekly bulletins.  

 

Thursday Morning Prayer Group 
meets weekly at 9:15 a.m. in Bennett  

Parlors enq cdunshnmr `mc oq`xdq enq ntq bgtqbgƍr

concerns.  Roseann Lohrey (439-1361) is the leader.  

Everyone is welcome. 

 

Senior Lunch 
gathers again Thursday, February 5, at 

12:30 p.m.  Thanks to the kitchen crew 

from the Caregiving Ministry Team, this is 

a wonderful opportunity for our seniors to 

enjoy a delightful meal and catch up with  

friends in the church.  After lunch, Pastor 

Dave Corlett leads a brief Bible study.   

Sghr xd`qƍr snohb hr ƏGtlnq hm sgd Ahakd-Ɛ

Please call the church office (439-9929)  

if you plan to come. 

 

Menõs  Breakfast 
  is studying Jesus Mean and Wild by Mark Galli.  

This book introduces us to a very different sort of 

Savior from the one who is typically portrayed as 

meek, soft and gentle.  Jesus of the Bible often 

makes hard demands, criticizes sharply, and makes 

other people feel decidedly uncomfortable.   

The men gather for breakfast and fellowship  

February 14 at 8 a.m.  All men who are connected 

in any way to the life of DRC are welcome! 

 

 

 

Please pass this newsletter along!  There is no better 

way to introduce family and friends to our ministry 

than to share our monthly newsletter with them.  

Well, there is one way which is far better: invite 

them to share a Sunday morning with us! 



9 

NEWLY ELECTED ELDERS & DEACONS  

 

ANNE ABARAY (Deacon 2010) joined DRC in 1991. Over the years, Ann has been active with the MOPS group, the  

Fellowship Team and Sunday School including being a Children and Worship leader and helping to coordinate confirmation 

and various youth ministry activities. She was a member of the contemporary worship drama team, sings with the choir, and 

is assisting with the church landscape committee. Ann recently retired after 30+ years as a librarian including 12 years as di-

rector of the Community Library in Burnt Hills.  Ann and husband Pete Hackman have 3 adult kids who grew up in DRC. 

 

NANCY BOUCHER (Deacon 2011)  I was born and raised in western NY where I was baptized into the Christ Episcopal 

Church in Corning, New York where I attended Sunday School right up until my college years.  Over the years, I taught 

Rtmc`x Rbgnnk `mc chqdbsdc sgd Bghkcqdmƍr Bgqhrsl`r O`fd`ms+ o`qshbho`sdc hm Chrbhokd H+ `mc bn-taught Disciple II. I have 

s`tfgs sgd Bnmehql`shnm Bk`rr+ addm ` A`qm`a`r Eqhdmc+ o`qshbho`sdc hm `mc kdc ` oqnidbs enq sgd Vnldmƍr Qdsqd`s+ `mc rdqudc

on Education Team.  I also helped with the construction of the Prayer Cabin at Camp Fowler. 

I live in Delmar and teach 4
th

 grade in East Greenbush. I have 3 children: Ashley (24), Laura (19) and Mark (18).  I love every-

thing that DRC brings into my life, the many warm friendships that I have made here and look forward to being a part of 

the future of DRC as we continue to grow and serve in any way that I can. 

 

MIKE BYLSMA (Deacon 2011) Mike just had a busy year at DRC.  On Easter Sunday he officially joined our fellow-

ship.  Then in June he and his wife Terry were married in our sanctuary.  Mike and Terry are active in the adult Sunday 

School class and they serve on the Fellowship Team.  Mike works for the Town of Bethlehem. 

 

NOREEN FARGIONE (Elder 2011) has been a member of DRC for over 12 years where she sings in the choir for the 9:30 

am service and teaches Sunday School - Children and Worship - during the 11:15 am service.  She is a member of the Educa-

tion Ministry Team and the Personnel Ministry Team.    Noreen has worked for the Reformed Church in America denomi-

nation (national office) for 22 years in the Office of Gift Planning (deferred giving).  Noreen presently sits on a not-for-profit 

an`qc+ E`lhkx `mc Bghkcqdmƍr Rdquhbd ne sgd B`ohs`k Qdfhnm `mc rdqudr `r an`qc bg`hq- Rgd `mc gdq gtra`mc+ Snl+ qdrhcd hm

Colonie.  They have three married children: Matthew (Megan) Fargione, Nicole (Christopher) Cornell, and Michael (Nicole) 

Fargione and one delightful granddaughter, Kayden Cornell.  They are anxiously awaiting the birth of three more grandchil-

dren in early 2009. 

 

NANCY LANDRIGAN (Elder 2010)  has been a life-long member of the RCA.  She previously was ordained as both an 

elder and a deacon, and currently serves as the clerk of the Classis of Albany.  Nancy and her husband Joe have 2 teen-

age children, Julie and Kyle. 

  

SHARON SCHULTZ (Elder 2011)  joined DRC in 1993 after becoming involved with Mother's Time Out and Wednesday 

Morning Off.  She has been active in the education and music ministry programs in the church: teaching Children and Wor-

ship and Sunday School, serving as the 11:00 AM Sunday School coordinator, mentoring confirmation students and leading 

the Happy Voices choir for five years. Sharon's most memorable experiences at DRC are her involvement in Disciple I class 

and her mission trip to Nicaragua in February 2007. Sharon is the mother of two daughters, Carolyn (14) and Mallory (11). 

She currently works as a middle and high school guidance counselor for the Rensselaer City School District. 

 

STEVE SIEGARD (Deacon 2011) lives in Clarksville with his family, where they have resided for seven years.  He has at-

tended DRC for six years and joined the church last Easter.   He has participated in the Contemporary Worship Committee, 

the High School Sunday school class, and small groups.  He was raised in the United Methodist tradition, which contributed 

to his interest in missions and social welfare, including several mission-service projects with inner-city churches and a career 

in community mental health.  Steve has played trumpet and sang in a Contemporary Christian band and a church worship 

band.  He also enjoys carpentry work, hiking, canoeing, X-C skiing, and bicycling.  Steve currently works as the director    

ne bghkcqdmƍr rdquhbdr enq ` bghkcqdmƍr ldms`k gd`ksg bkhmhb `rrnbh`sdc vhsg Rs- L`qxƍr Gnrohs`k hm @lrsdqc`l+ MX- 

  

NEW ENDOWMENT FUND MEMBER 
NANCY PIERSON (2015) has been a member of DRC for over 15 years.  She has just finished one term on the Endow-

ment Committee and is pleased to be able to continue as part of this team.  Nancy has also been involved in our education 

programs for many years; she currently serves as the chair of the Education Team.  Nancy works for NY State Parks as an 

environmental analyst and lives in Slingerlands with her husband Gary Gold, her daughter Hannah (in graduate school) and 

their three cats.  She and daughter Sara are looking forward to going to Niger in February with rest of the DRC group. 
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Prayers for healing 
ƕ hm sgd gnrohs`k rhmbd ntq k`rs Hmenqldq9 Khmcrdx

Boutelle and Neil Smith.  

 

In Celebration 
...of the birth of Camden Raymond Cornell on 

January 16.  He is the grandson of  Noreen and 

Tom Fargione, they anxiously await the arrival of 

two more grandchildren in early March.  

 

In Appreciation 
We would like to thank all of you for your kind 

words, generous gifts, and prayers during the recent 

months as Richard has been out of work.  These are 

difficult times for so many and we are deeply appre-

ciative to you for standing beside us and offering 

kindnesses in so many ways.  Richard is  currently 

in the planning phases of starting his own contract-

ing business and we look forward to seeing where 

God takes us in this new year.   

Gratefully, Richard and Tammy Tearoe 
 

Thank you to our secret Christmas gift giver for the 

game night video game!   
 

We love it!~Tristan and Rowan Tearoe 

 

 

 
 

 

Thank you for the basket at Christmas and your 

thoughts and prayers during my problems with my 

eyes.  Best wishes, 

Janet Vogel 

 

 

Many thanks to all my friends for all the cards, calls, 

and to the church for the fruit box.  I enjoyed it all. 

Fondly, 

Ruth Geurtze 

 
 

Shirley & Dick Erhardt wish to thank the church 

for their thoughtfulness at this holiday season with 

the gifts of a most appreciated fruit basket to Dick 

and Poinsettia to Shirley, and  wish all of you a 

happy New Year. 

 
 

The Friendship Singers would like to thank those 

that attended our annual Christmas Concert for 

generous donations to the Town of Bethlehem Food 

Pantry in the amount of $275.  Many thanks. 

P.S.  Our Community Spring concert will be at 

DRC on Friday May 15th.   Save the date! 

òDo not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.ó    (Philippians 4:6-7) 
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PRAYER CHAIN  
         Would the prayers others be of comfort to you in a time of need? 

 

The Prayer Chain of the DRC consists of people, who, when notified, will pray for a particular 

concern.  If you, a family member, a close friend, or a fellow employee are facing a serious illness, 

surgery, death, or an emotional or spiritual crisis, and would like prayer support, you can activate 

the prayer chain.  
 

To initiate the prayer chain, contact the pastor, call the church office (439-9929),  fill out a pew 

card and leave it in the offering plate, or call either of the Prayer Chain Leaders, Janet Vogel (640-

9578) or Shirley Martin (439-4887), who will then start the phone tree.  
 

The goal is to have numerous prayers said for the person in need as quickly as possible.  Many 

people have expressed their appreciation and have commented how helpful and comforting it is 

to know they had the prayer support of our chain.  

If you would like to be a member of the prayer chain, please call Shirley Martin at 439-4887, 

Janet Vogel at 640-9578, or the church office at 439-9929.  


