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What do

these have in

common?

Bethlehem Festiv
Fund

FOCUS Churches

Regional Food

Bank

Camp Fowler

The Newly &
Not-se Newlywed
| Couples Night Ou

Friday, February 26 7:00 p.m.

We will have time to socialize

i Husbands, what is the color of your
over appetizers and desserts. e e b as b

And then playyu.

What is the strangest gift your spouse

The New|y -oldie Wed Game has ever bought for you?

. I What percentage of the housework
Come to play or JUSt watch! would your husband say he does?

See page 8

—~—~— THANK YOU —~— The intent of the Prayer

Shawl Ministry is to

to those "holiday choir" folks who extend care and concern =

Pastor¥s 2 } enriched our Music Ministry during the | to our church family and
Christmas Season the community.
Worship News 3 Don Geurtze, Don Sindon, The recipient receives the shawl under
Education News 4 Linda Mayou, Sherley Hannay, the. guidance of Pastor Dave and the Care-
Mary Yates, Sarah Yates, Marie Liddle| 9iving Team.

Church News 5.9 Leslie Siegard When the recipient wraps the shawl
Family Ministries 6 around their shoulders, we hope they will

DRCFAMILY BAND... | feel the warmth of the fabric we stitched
Small Groups 7 ROCKS! with our prayers of concern, friendship

- and love.

Mission News 8 A hearty THANK YOU to all those who

If you are interested in being a part of this
group, or if you need assistance learning
to knit or buying yarn, contact Diane

scavenged around for their old high

Advent Adventure 10 school instruments, to those who have

just begun to learn how to play
an instrument and be a part of a band.....
(a whole other skill') and to those who
were just plain brave enough
to give it a try!

We will be back!!
Thanks !

O'Brien, 4750754; Susan Leath,
4397470. If you know someone who
could benefit from the comfort of a
prayer shawl, speak with Pastor Dave or
Caregiving Team.

During 2009 twenty three prayer shawls
were given away
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Hs | d mr sgdqgd hrm@s fgnv:

_ the number of people worshipping on Sunday,
In our household we are constantly buying clothes.  t includes spiritual growth as well. If a child is

Itis not necessitated by fashion trends, but by able to wear the same clothes for multiple years,
growing boys. Their growth is a great thing; something is wrong. As they grow physically,

vd vntkemes v ms hs ° mxXup §hdsthre Yequitetl. AS T giow Feitiorfally,d T

mean every few months clothes have to be passed i 1eans | will change how | relate to people.

on, and new pants and shoes must be bought. As g yoy grow intellectually, you will change how
they grow, more than their wardrobe changes; you think about things. As we grow more and
they can help around the house in different ways, 1,qre into our potential as a church, we will

they develop new interests, they relate to family change how we operate, relate and create.
members and friends in different ways, and they ’

understand God a bit more. Each day they be-
come more and more the men of their potential.

Dear Church Family,

As we move forward into 2010, God loves us
enough to continually move us toward our poten-

. tial. And to reach our potential, there must be
They must grow and develop if they are to reach growth, and the reality of growth is change.

their potential, but all this growth means that as We should not seek out change, but growth.

parents we must constantly be adapting. We must cg|eprating that when we have to relate to the

consider how to encourage them spiritually, how \yqrid around us differently, refine our worship

to guide them socially, how to care for them physi- oo fices, alter our organizational structures, or

cally. As this process unfolds, the final goal must  ocqnfigure our facilities, it is a sign of movement.

be kept in mindDwhat should they become? If we are seeking God, that movement is growth,

Sghr kdssdg+ gnvdudaqg+ hgrawth shich mears shat gacthdayhwma becamg h k ¢ g
it is about our life together as a church. Does it l ngqd "~ mc I ngd sgd bgtgbg 1
feel like things are always changing? We may not Growing with God,
like change, however, if there is not change within Pastor Dirk

a church, it says something significant.

LET DRC HELP YOU MAKE LENT ‘ A% Y ER
OAnd they were constant/ y Adtellédt Q?mse

How is your prayer life? Often in the everyday rush we set aside the most import
things in life Dlike the prayer time we ought to share with God. But it is not only
the distractions of life that can take us away from prayer. It can also be that sens. ..
hm cdpt bx " mc sgd eqtrsqgq shnm sg s bnldr vgdm v
This Lent we will offer you opportunities to address both issues:
A six-week class on prayer:This class provides you with the discipline of praying more regularly
as well aa chance to learn more about prayer and how to do it. Susan Leath leads this class.
Mondays at 7:00 p.m. beginning February 15. A sigmsheet is on the bulletin board by the office.
The prayer-labyrinth returns: The prayer labyrinth is an excellent way to bring your heart, mind
and body into a prayerful attitude before the Lord. Each week in Lent it will be set up and
available for your use in Fellowship Hall on Sunday afternoon.
The First Sunday Prayer Meeting: The first Sunday of the month at 6:30 p.m. we hold our prayer
meetings in Bennett Parlors. This relaxed and informal prayer time with our pastors is a great way
to center each month in your God.
All three of these opportunities to explore and experience prayer can combine to make your Lenten
journey a rich and rewarding experience this year. Participate and grow deep into the grace of God!

2
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A Unique Worship Experience:

Questions Ash Wednesday
A On February 17 we wiJl have one of the most
t h at d onot gurEQ]ue w h%’ovépo umties of the year. In the
What questions do you ask? Are there questions ~ early church there was a pattern of combining both
which come back time after time? In our life and in food and worship. For our Ash Wednesday service

ntq e hsg sgdgd °~gd r nl dvelyingdhers tagether in qugmodes chiinghngd s f
away. You are not alone in asking your questiois ~ well.

they have been asked before. In the evening, we will gather for ouAgape

Throughout the Bible both the common man and  Dinner. (Agapehr sgd Fqddj vnqgc
the king continually ask questions. Questioning knud- €( Sghr bnlahm shn
God, questioning themselves, questioning the special blend of both the ancient and new, including
world. During February and March we will be rhl okd Ldchsdgg md ™ m ennc
looking at these questions, questions that have beenand beginning the season of Lent with ashes.

asked for thousands of years, and we still ask in dif- |t js a potluck mealDbut with panache!

edgdms v ' Xr snc’ X- V g d mieasdbring Wholeddrheddodsk udr + 9Vg " s
hr fnhmf nm hm sghr vnqgKkdifagin¥ the edrly Oifistidns M mr v
in Christianity. might have eaten: cheeses, bree £ )}}

Out of the hundreds of profound questions pita, fish, humus, fruits, rice, etc. =
throughout the Bible, we have selected a handful to After we enjoy the meal and ‘ASh <>

examine together. They deal with depression, faith, fellowship, a simple and informa’ Wednesday
doubt, responsibility, and many more areas we still communion service will follow.

ask about today. They truly are questions that Ashes, the ancient Biblical symbol of repentance,
cnm@s fn v x- will be distributed to those who wish to have them.

\ L ~ he meal begins,at 6:00 p.m. and continues through
SAm I my boait her 6s g)[?ro%rpat%lg:’;:a& Children are, of course,
oOHow can you bl ess welcome. The communion service begins after
. me when | hprorada® N O g 6B hrdurfd fheQaBle? Babysitting can be avail-
OWhy are you o®ddwnc a e for fafiliedWh snSalPchiidrer ddring the

ANhat have we becomea communion service. Please call the church office,

OAr e yoxmtiedap® One ? 0 4399929, ahead of time, so we can make cluite
&ou dondt waaoif #He YV eran§eentane

Ash Wednesday Meal & Worship-6:00 p.m.
Youdre not alone in your

asking of questions. # -
The Financial Picture
,\X y Of 2009 is wonderfut
Donot be al one 2009 Yeaending
searching for answers.
Total Budget: $505,128
Actual Income: $496,083

Actual Expenses: $490,684
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After.an extended absence the Labyrinth
will once again be available.

Each week in Lent it will be set ug
and available for your use in
Fellowship Hall on Sunday after-
noon.

February 21 March 14
February 28 March 21

The Informer

Ctghmf I " mt qgxi c
Celebration the kids and | learne

aboutkindnessthe fifth fruit of

the spirit that the Lord gives us.

We spent time learning about

Ruth and Boaz, one of the most
striking stories of kindness in the
Bible. As a reminder, Ruth and Naomi find them-
selves widowed and starving in Bethlehem when March 7 March 28

Boaz, led by the spirit of the Lord, finds them and | ¢y would be available to set up or break down

generously brings them into his home and provides e | apyrinth, please contact Tammy Tearoe at the
for their needs. In the end he and Ruth marry and | .nurch office. 439929

have a son, Obed, who is the father of Jesse
(remember the Jesse tree?) and grandfather of Kinj
David! Ruth and Boaz are people just like us, look-
ing for ways to help and be helped in day to day life.

10 IN 2010

In light of the story of Ruth and Boaz, Sunday
School is challenging our families to be kind to the 4
h mdgo a hi@h

d gsg "mc ~kk sgd . d b kk
In 2010€ - Sgd jhcr g ud s | &PV ds
with ten earth friendly activity challenges for the ..
next eight weeks. At the end the kids will turn in |
their completed sheets; we will tabulate the results Save _the date!
and celebrate our success witiparty at both April 16 -18
services March 14 Mark your calendars. Camp Fowler
If you missed Second Sunday in January, pick up 0OChoose Your Own A«
your worksheet from Mrs. Tearoe or your Sunday
school teacher.
Q2 -2 Oy A N7
2 ) 2D 28227 S XK ryd%
@a;‘g\:.;j:Z‘o%} /> 3@76\% /=S (70?8(9
CD% SECOND SUNDAY CELEBRATION ) O
Q C ). February 14 z
@7 : : -
b 0 GOODNESSO .
N >528
0 Gather together to sing, celebrate birthdays, (3@%
.6? worship and pray. . -
- We wi | | make Valentines for our fa%?%es. Don
% st
220 BV ol « v U5 578 Sy
- ¢ r N5
a?'})“ i@?@’t\q @2@4 EXE A ”c/‘)©.§(§7; : %53
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GreenTeam "Tip of the Month" Adopt- A- Family THANKS YOU!
Do you have items you don't want?You want to Once again, the DRC family responded generously
get rid of it but don't want it to go to waste? sn sgd @cnos @ E I hkx "~ oo
RECYCLE IT I provided more than 160 gifts for 44 children, rang-

ing in age from 1 month to 16 years. Two adults

As the old adage goes, one person's garbage is an- 415 received gifts.

other's treasure. So if you're thinking about throw- . .
ing out that pile of junk sitting in your garage, con- The gift request.s. this year reflected how great the
sider this! Whether it's an old TV, egg cartons, or a need was. Families asked for warm comforters for

pile of books ~ list it on CRFreeStuff and seewhat P 9 hkcqgdmer adcr+ rgddsr +

happens! gloves as well as toys.

Free Cycle Network is made up of 4,696 groups N addition to the more than 160 gifts of clothing,
with 6,470,000 members across the globis a games, books, and household necessities, monetary
grassroots and entirely nonprofit movement of donations of more than $400 were used to buy

people who give and get stuff for free in their own ~ 9rocery store or department store certificates for the

towns. It's all about reuse and keeping useable ~ families. DRC volunteers spent many hours

items out of landfills. Membership is free. creating the board, the gift tags, checking in and

To sign up, find your community by entering it into  delivering the gifts.

sgd rd gbg anw nq ax bk fHajkkoomfor helping @anyfamiliesdn ofirgomt o r -
All items must be free; trades are also not allowed. munity have a better Christmas and letting them

An example of the message board in the daily list KnOw we care and support them in their time of

can be seen on the GREEN Bulletin Board near the N€€d:
church office. We hope you had a wonderful Christmas with

| have gotten rid of bags of ivy off of our chimney, families and friends.

file folders, a bicycle, picture frames, old music, ~ 1h€ Adopt A Family Team
daylilies, etc. You will be amazed what others
might want or need. Questions?Contact Linda
Drew platdrew@aol.com

For more information go to:
CRFreeStuff@yahoogroups.com

INFORMER
DEADLINE

for the March issue of
The Informeiis Tuesday, Feb. 16

The Energy Choices presentation was held on Janu-
ary 6th. We hope that the presentations by Linda
Burtis and Keith Drinkwine ( thank you, both!)
offered food for thought and opened up dialog on
the various possibilities for renewable power. Food Pantry Requests
February 210

Soup & crackers, dish soap

Lip balm & paper towels.

All donations to the Food Pantry are gratefully
received We encourage you to bring your offering
to church each Sunday The Food Pantry box is
located by the water fountain.

The next Green Team meeting is Monday, February
8 at 7 p.m. If you are interested in joining us... just
come. We need your help and input.



mailto:platdrew@aol.com
mailto:CRFreeStuff@yahoogroups.com

The Informer Family Ministries February 201(

Toget her on Pl anet Momé because ¢
become a mom! That is our theme this year at MOPS, and in February
we will be talking about how we change as we relate to our children:

Children on Planet Mom.
Theyodore the reason wedre on Pl

Wednesday, February 10A0OPS: Survivor, Planet Mom Join a group of strong women who are battling
to survive the tough conditions on Planet Mom.. What are some rough condi
tions they have encounteredWhat are some of their success stories?

Friday, February 12 Couples Game Night 8:00 p.m. at the home of Joanne & Jonathan Schonberg,
50 Dover Drive, Delmar. Join us as we get together with our husbands, for a fun
night of games and just being togethellease look for a sigap at an upcoming
MOPS meeting.

Wednesday, February 2MOPS: Launching out from Planet Mom We work so hard at taking care of
our children, protecting them and training them, how do we let go of them?
Join us for a discussion on preparing to let go.

Remember . . . if Bethlehem schools are cancelled or delayed, we do not have MOPS that day.

d by cn
s')oﬂsor 4 w o n
n pRE

Al Az
7N Saturday, February 6 at 10 am 7\
Alg Alz
2N Bennett Parlors 7N
Alz Alz
ZIN 7N
Az TOPIC: Alz
7\ . . . /N ,
Alz oMaking a Differengeo
7N /N
Alz Presented by Alz
ZIN - 7N
Az MOSAI C0 s Az
7N 7N
-}:é If you need childcare, please let us know ahead of time! -}:é
Az R.S.V.P. to momswinbrita@yahoo.com or Az
7N call the Church Office @ 439 - 9929 7\
Al Alz
7N 7N

—_—SEtee e e e eaeaceeaeaeaceecseaeceaeceeceeceeceeaoceoaoeoaeane e =
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Small Group Opportunities

February 201C

Sunday Morning Book Club

is currently readingThe Tenth Gifby Jane Johnson
and will discuss it together on February 28.

This novel is a gripping story that weaves together
the lives of two very different women from different
centuries, countries, cultures and religions. Lookin
"gd c+ sgd fgnt oBrownibg n K
Ruth by Christina Schwarz. The group discussions
follow the 11:15 service. Copies of their book
choices are usually available in the church office.

Ruth Circle

meets onTuesday, February 9 at 7 p.m. in

Bennett Parlors. We are starting a new

Senior Lunch
Seniors gather on Thursday, February 4 to enjoy
lunch prepared by the wonderful team of Caregiving
volunteers. If you are a senior, these lunches are
great opportunities for you to enjoy a delightful
g meal and catch up with your friends. After lunch,
bxdn te nbg nL ‘dgbign xhrO  r sng C  ud
year his focus is the Book of Psalms. Please call the
church office (439929) if you plan to come.

Thursday Morning Prayer Group
meetsweekly at 9:30 a.m. in Bennett

Parlorsenq cdunshnmr ~ mc oq°

seriesNOOMA - B kk Ch™m
0754 for more information. All are wel-
come.

Women of Wisdom

will meet Tuesday, February 16, at 12:30
p.m., in Bennett Parlors. Bring your lunch
and enjoy fellowship with Christian

-

concerns. Roseann Lohrey, 43361,

d m+ 3i$the leader. Everyone is welcome.

Mends Bre
meets on the second and fourth Saturday
mornings of the month. We begin with

continental breakfast at 8 a.m. and follow
vhsg khudkx chrbtrrh

friends. Call Ruth Burns, 439548, for more
information. Please join us!

Mid-Week Bible Study

continues their journey through the Book of Acts.
Sgd v x ntg kdrrnmr =~ (¢
hm& "~ s " mx shld+ vgdsgoa
study or a seasoned pro. They would love to have
you join them as they learn about the adventures g
Peter, Paul and the others whom God used to
launch his church.Wednesdays at 10 a.m.

faith experiences in the real world.
They currently are following the thoughtprovoking
uhcdn rdghdr dmshskdc
February 6 and 27. Every man affiliated with
DRC is welcome to come!

b n mc t Barday Night PrayemMetting ©
Ayodf dtd invitedt8 coe¥or Avelax8idqviet Brik ofA N
prayer with your fellow DRC friends. We pray for
f our church, our world, and, of course, for ourselves.
Any and all are welcome to come.
The next Prayer Meeting i§ebruary 7.
at 6:30 p.m. in Bennett Parlors.

RCA Denominational Assessment

hsdl
“hmk h md

Nmd ne sgd bnrskhdrs
sgd b rd vhsg I nrs |

ds |
d Qi

rr-- hm ntg ~ mmt k atcf

cdmnl hm shnmr + sg

s of
nmr -
r you.

our congregation for each active member on our rolls. These assessments pay the administrative cost
gt mmhmf ntqgq cdmnl hm shnmer | hmhrsqgqx ~mc | hrrh
If the Elders count you as an active member, we send to the national offices $75.00 to cover our fee fo
For our congregation that cost totals over $23,000. Consistory requests each household in our church
to make a gift of $75 for each member of DRC. This includes your teged children who have been
confirmed and joined the church. Please understaihdese are not duesYour membership will in no way
ad hl o bsdc ax vgdsgdg ng mns xnt fhud sn sgh
@rrdrrl dms-¢€ Bnmrhrsngx sg mjr xnt enqg xntq

e
't o«
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Mission News

February 2010

This month eight from
DRC will travel to
Nicaragua on our

b gt q B qigsion tBp
there. First we visit our
friends at CEPAD, the
united ministries of
several churches
devoted to assisting the poor in Managua, the
m shnm@r b ohs k bhsx-
visit to RCA missionaries in the Bluefields district
of the country.

The country, which was devastated by war and

hurricanes, is very poor. Nearly half the popula-
tion is underemployed and living below the pov-
erty line. Nicaragua has the third lowest peapita
income in the western hemisphere, even though
the country is rich in vegetables, fruit, coffee,

cotton, and grassland for raising cattle. Its poverty

level is very near to that of Haiti, which has
b ostgqdc rn | tbg ne
earthquake there.

s g

Rather than focus on building projects, these tripg

to Nicaragua are meant more to establish relation
ships and promote encouragement, support and
understanding between our peoples. It can be a

transformative experience to worship and interact

with people who live under such poverty while at
the same time sustaining faith and hope in Christ.
Most who travel on our DRC Mission Trips come
back seeing the world in a very different way.

Please keep these DRC mission travelers in your
prayers as they venture to serve Christ in Nicara-
gua. They depart on February 13 and return the
21 Og x eng sgdhgqg r°

in this exciting venture.
Ntq ©l hrrhnm qhdr €
Samantha Bufalini
Sara Becker
Dave Corlett
Sue Corlett

‘g d
Alison Kurtessis
Nancy Pierson
Tammy Tearoe
Michelle Walsh

Organizations Supported by DRC
through the 2010 Mission Budget

Local Organizations:
Albany Synod Mission' Nt g RxmncQr oqgn
of the Reformed Churches of upstate New York)
Bethlehem Festival Fun@A fund that supports
Bethlehem families and students in need)
Capital Area Council of ChurchegA ministry of
@ilechchycheBspanser ofthe CROP Wakk) |
Capital City Rescue MisSiofA ministry to the
homeless of Albany)
Capital Region Theological CentgfAn ecumenical
ministry that offers Christian education to adults)
FOCUS Churches(Our covenant partner in ministry
to the poor of the Capital District)
Camp Fowler' Sgd QB @or b~

Habitat for Humanity (Building affordable housing in
the Capital District)
Interfaith Partnership for Homeles$A ministry to the

d viPgesShr “ssdmshnm rh

mb d
Next Step(Substance abuse treatment, Halfway house)

a (

l o hm s

«

Regional Food BanKA food source for food pantries)

-QOLONt g dbtl dmhb ™ k
projects)
Samaritan CounselingA fund that provides counseling
for persons unable to pay for it)
SASHDAIDS Support Ministries(A ministry to
persons with AIDS/HIV and their families)

Xntsg O

National and International Organizations:

Hawley Mission' Agt bd ~ mc
assistance)

Otterness(Ministry to the Hungarian Roma people,
more commonly known as Gypsies)

K tghdagr

e Brince 9f P&alek EhristidM Brph&nAdt in B&&Bry S QT
love to be manifested through them (and to them!)

Beebout Mission(Niger Missionaries Jeremy and Susan)

dMontoya' Hm™ Lnmsnx Qfr
Children in Dulce, New Mexico)

Reformed Church World Servicé€Disaster relief and
development ministry)

l hmhr s q



The Informer Church News February 2010

Last winter, during the December Ice Storm, Dearest DRC Family, On behalf of my entire

Paul Hesse started a list of DRC families that had gff%‘m“-‘/’ a heartfelt 'Fhank you for the prayers, calls,
erators and were willing to loan them to those who visits and food which was so lovingly prepared and

were without power and heat delivered during our bereavemeﬁTh_e kindness

that was extended was overwhelming to my father,
We would like to Update the list. If you have, and ar who so appreciated what was done for h|m’ but also
willing to loan, a generator please contactthe churctf oy me as | struggled to
office. Thanks for your help! above water with all the details a passing brings.
Being rescued from food details after the memorial
| would like to thank everyone for their prayers and service was truly a blessing\gain, our sincere
kind words during my father's iliness and passing. Y appreciatiorr Thomas & Valerie Newell & Family
support and encouragement has been greatly appre

ated. | ask for your continued prayers as | heal from Prayers for Healing
surgery. Please give me a call or stop by andwisiie ---In the hospital since the ldsformer.
| am recuperating._Jack Gombel Jack Gombel and Flo Freeman.

I canot begin to expres In Celebration of ;|y C

family for the caring | have received. The meals, vis The birth of Grace Venter on December 3, daughter
offers of help, and cards | received were overwhelmi of Christy & Ryan Venter.

My thanks to everyone.Ruth Burns The birth of Collin Bylsma on December 20, son of
Terry & Michael Bylsma.

While this Christmas was the third that Shirley spent The birth of John Barr IV on December 22. son of
the nursing home, we are both so thankful for all the Katrina & John Barr. '

visits and thoughtfulness of our church family, not or . .

in the holiday season but throughout the year, May The birth of: Collin Mcllroy on January 1, son of
thank you all and wish you a Happy New Year. Michelle & Thomas Mcliroy.

Shirley & Dick Erhardt

Annual Mission Trip

On April 3, 56 youth and 10 chaperones will embark on a welekg journey to Dungannon,
RFMS Virginia in the Appalachian area of the country, for our spring mission trip, doing light

construction projects on homes. We have been doing lots of fundraising already and will

continue with the annual RPM Coffeehouse on March 6.

You Can Make This Trip A Reality!! The February Calendar
To finance this trip, we pay on¢hird out-of-pocket, onethird Saturday February 13
comes from fundraising efforts and the final third from financial  Midnight Run
suppor_t from the cgngregatlonsYour c_ontrlbutlon_ls tax - Sunday, February 2%
deductible and entitles you to a complimentary dinner when the .

. . . . RPM Meeting 7 p.m. DRC
group returns and shares information about their experience.
Okd rd | jd xntq bgdbj o x  akSnturday, Febgam27"Rd mhnqr € -
to the RPM mailbox at the DRC office. Regional Food Bank
RPMs is an ecumenical youth group made up of youth in grades 9:00 a.nfD10:30 a.m.
9-12. Any youth in those grades is welcome to attend. If you ha@95 AlbanyShaker Road, Latham
any questions contact Beth Hickox dteth.hickox@gmail.com Sunday, February 28"

RPM Meeting 7:00 p.m. DRC



mailto:beth.hickox@gmail.com




